The 7th Asia Future Conference Report

Beyond the Pandemic: Revitalization and Reconnection

The 7th Asia Future Conference took place at Chulalongkorn
University, in the center of Bangkok, from August 9th (Friday)
to 13th (Tuesday) 2024. The overall theme of the conference
was “Revitalization and Reconnection,” and there were 346 reg-
istered participants from 21 countries. Our goal for the confer-
ence was as follows: “In the aftermath of a once-in-a-hundred-
years pandemic, Asia and the world have entered a period of
tremendous change. How do we face and overcome such diverse
societal, economic, cultural, and educational changes? There is
a need to examine the revitalization not only of Asia but of the
world, and to do so from varied perspectives. We hope that this
space for scholars and researchers from across disciplines and
across the globe to reconnect and join in discussion will itself
become a source of “revitalization” for Asia and the world, and
that we can work together to find solutions.” With this in mind,
the conference hosted a keynote speech and open forum, round-
table sessions, as well as many presentations which served to
foster and widen international academic discussion across disci-

plines and cultures.

Starting at 9am on the 10th (Saturday), 8 roundtable ses-
sions organized by Atsumi fellows were held at Chulalongkorn
University.

1) The Potential for Dialogue in the National Histories of Japan,
China and Korea: “The ‘National Histories’ of East Asia and
Southeast Asia” (Japanese/Chinese/Korean simultaneous
interpretation)

2) Chulalongkorn University Japanese Section Session: “The
Current State and Development of Japanese Studies in
Thailand” (Japanese)

3) Exploring the Impact of Generative Al on Education and
Research (English)

4) Asian Cultural Dialogues: “The Limits and Possibilities of
Freedom” (English)

5) Animal Release Problems in Asia: Harm Caused by
Introduction of Animals into Natural Environments, with
Special Reference to Fish (English)

6) ASEAN Centrality in Turbulent East Asia (English)

016

7) INAF session: “Cooperation in the East Asian Region and
Inclusion of North Korea in Economic Development”
(Japanese)

8) Beyond Culture and Resources in Mongolia and Central Asia
(Japanese)

The opening ceremony took place at the Crowne Plaza Hotel
at 3.30pm. Conference Chair Yasushi Akashi started with his
opening remarks, followed by welcome remarks from Suradech
Chotiudompant, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn
University, and congratulatory remarks from Masato Otaka, the
Japanese Ambassador to Thailand, and Yongmin Park, the
Korean Ambassador to Thailand. Naoki Atsumi, the Executive
Director of the Atsumi International Foundation, then gave
thanks to the co-host, sponsors, and participants, and introduced
the keynote speaker.

The keynote speech was given by Sanon Wangsrangboon, a
social entrepreneur and the youngest Deputy Governor of
Bangkok. Using many informative slides, he spoke passionately
on the topic of “Bangkok and our future.” With a focus on
“people at the core” and “moving from the arteries to the capil-
laries,” he covered issues such as the simplification and digitali-
zation of administrative procedures, and entranced the audience
of 400 participants with the various plans for social change
he presented.

The keynote speech was followed by the open forum on
“Asia’s Megacities and Future Challenges,” in which architects
and urban planners spoke on the concept of megacities and the
current state of and future challenges for Bangkok, Manila, and
Makassar City (Indonesia).

Next came the welcome party, in which participants enjoyed

Thai food, traditional music, and a puppet play.

Starting at 9am on the 11th (Sunday), 53 parallel sessions
with 198 presentations took place. The AFC strives for an inter-
national and interdisciplinary academic approach, and each ses-
sion was arranged taking into consideration keywords such as
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“peace,” “environment,” and “innovation” selected by the pre-

senter at the time of abstract submission, hence fostering lively



academic dialogue from diverse perspectives. The Best
Presentation was selected for each session by the two chairs of
the session.

The Best Papers were chosen from papers for which abstracts
were uploaded to the AFC online system by September 20,
2023, and for which a full paper was uploaded by March 31. 94
papers were submitted and divided into 10 groups, and each
group was evaluated by 6 reviewers (a total of 42 reviewers)
who judged them based on the following evaluation criteria: 1)
relevance to the theme of “Revitalization and Reconnection”; 2)
structure and readability; 3) persuasiveness and argumentation;
4) originality; 5) international scope; 6) academic relevance and
7) overall recommendation. Reviewers recommended 2 papers
from each group of 9 to 10 papers, and after tallying the scores
21 papers were selected.

The closing party took place from 6.30pm at the Mandarin
Hotel. The event was hosted by the two Atsumi fellows who had
also been the MCs for the 1st AFC in Bangkok in 2013, and
included the Awards Ceremony. This time, it was not only the
21 recipients of the Best Papers Award for the 7th AFC who
came on stage, but the 40 Best Paper recipients from the confer-
ences that could not be held in person because of Covid.
Conference Chair Akashi presented the award, and this was fol-
lowed by the Best Presentation Awards, in which the 52 recipi-
ents came on stage.

To close, the venue for the 8th AFC was announced, and
Haruki Onishi, President of Tohoku Gakuin University (Sendai,
Japan), host of the next AFC, was invited to the stage to give a

speech and share a video introducing the venue.

On the 12th (Monday), participants took place in activities
such as tours of Ayutthaya, the temples and Grand Palace, and
the floating market, as well as cooking classes.

The 7th Asia Future Conference, “Revitalization and
Reconnection,” was organized by the Atsumi International
Foundation Sekiguchi Global Research Association (SGRA),
co-hosted by the Japanese Section, Chulalongkorn University,
and supported by the Embassy of Japan in Thailand and the
Japan Foundation, as received grants from the Takahashi
Industrial and Economic Research Foundation and Tokyo Club,
and sponsored by Japanese corporations based in Thailand and
Japan. The Japanese Section of Chulalongkorn University also
formed an organizing committee, and students helped with the

event as well. We also received donations and VIP support from

Kajima Thailand.

With regards to running the event, Atsumi fellows formed the
core of the organizing and academic committees, and assisted
with the event from its planning to homepage development, to
evaluating papers and assisting with photography. In particular,
Atsumi fellows from Thailand played a big role in the event
from start to finish. Thanks to the 400 participants, our support-
ers, and the volunteers who provided assistance with various
aspects of the event, we managed to successfully hold the 7th
Asia Future Conference. We sincerely thank all of you for

making this event possible.

The Asia Future Conference is interdisciplinary at its core
and encourages diverse approaches to global issues that are both
mindful of the advancement of science, technology, and busi-
ness, and also take into consideration issues pertaining to the
environment, politics, education, the arts, and culture. This con-
ference is organized together with likeminded institutions in
order to provide a venue for the exchange of knowledge, infor-
mation, ideas and culture. It is not only for SGRA members, but
also for former international students of Japan from educational
institutions around the world and their students and collabora-
tors as well as for anyone interested in Japan.

The 8th Asia Future Conference, “Space and Distance:
Crossing, Closing, Creating,” will take place in Sendai, Japan,
from August 25th (Tuesday) to 29th (Saturday), 2026, and will
be co-hosted with Tohoku Gakuin University. We would like to
ask for your continued support and cooperation, and, especially,

your participation,

Text by Junko Imanishi, SGRA Chief Representative and AFC

Organizing Committee Chair
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Closing the 7th AFC and ...

Announcing the 8th AFC in Sendai, Japan

020



